
1. Introduction
After the second World War, Japanese architecture has 
developed along a unique path and nowadays it comes 
under the spotlight of the international architecture stage. 
On the other side, China has begun to conduct extensive 
research and discussion on Japanese architectural 
theories and practices since China’s reform and 
opening up in 1978 (Fig.1). In this situation, Chinese 
evaluation of Japanese architecture ought to provide the 
important perspective for Japan to clarify its position in 
international architecture world.
Therefore, this study analyzes articles related to 
Japanese architecture published on Chinese architectural 
magazines after 1978, and aims to reveal the content 
and trend of Chinese architects’ evaluation of Japanese 
architecture based on KJ Method and chronological 
analysis.
2.Topic of articles related to Japan
Topics of articles related to Japan are extracted from 
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specific issues or perspective that Chinese architects 
concerns about when they discuss about Japan. The 
topics cover not only architecture works and architects, 
but also urban, technology and social issues. Basically, 
only one topic is extract from one article.
Topics of Japanese related articles are mainly divided 
into 3 categories: Works, People and Architecture 
Related Fields (Fig. 3).
3. Chronological change of  Topic
The left part of Figure.4 shows the evolution of Chinese 
architects’ attention on topics of Japanese architecture. 
Firstly, observed from overall, during the period of 
1978-89, it shows Chinese architects’ exclusive interest 
in Works. However, after 1990, rise in Architecture 
Related Fields can be noticed, and it occupied more 
than half of the overall amounts of topics during 2010’s. 
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architecture expanded from architecture itself to all 
situations that formed Japanese architecture.
Next, observed from Works, in all periods of time, a 
dominant interest in Architecture(Ar) can be found, in 
which the Public Architecture attracts Chinese architects 
the most. Besides, the increasing concern about Housing 
& Apartment can also be noticed. On the other hand, the 
number of articles Urban(Ur) obviously decreased.
Next, as for People, the interest in individual Japanese 
Architects(JA) dominates the majority of People. On the 
whole, articles about Kurokawa Kisho, Ando Tadao and 
Ban Shigeru are of the largest number. 
From 1978-89, Kurokawa Kisho was apparently the 
most focused Japanese architect as the representative 
of Metabolism. Also he was discussed a lot probably 
because he was one of the earliest Japanese architects 
that concerned about Chinese issue and got practice 
opportunity in China after 1978. From 1990-2009, Ando 
Tadao attracted the most interest of Chinese architects 
partly because his work is considered to have combined 
eastern culture into modern design. And in this time 
Yamamoto Riken’s works were also concerns of Chinese 
architects. After 2010, Ban Shigeru became a spotlight 
because of his practices in Wenchuan Earthquake and 
Tohoku Earthquake. Shinohara Kazuo also gathered a lot 
of attention after his exhibition in China, and 2 special 
issues were published in Chinese magazines in order to 
introduce his theories and thoughts. 
Besides, Tange Kenzo is frequently mentioned and 
discussed in articles concerning development of 
Japanese modern architecture, although there are not 
as many articles focus on him in Chinese magazines. 
Also, Chinese architects are impressed by Japanese 
Companies(Co). During 1990’s some articles focused 
on Japanese Companies(Co) such as Nikken Sekkei and 
Nihon Sekkei, and a special issue about Nikken Sekkei 
was published in 2012.
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Next, in Architecture Related Fields, Methodology&   
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Function & Program based topic is the one attracted 
the most concerns, in which the design methods of 
care center (for elderly), collective housing and TOD 
attract Chinese architects the most. From 1990-2000, the 
topic of Event(Ev) rapidly increased, showing closely 
cooperation and communication of Japan and China 
in this time. During 00’s, the Society(So) obviously 
increased because Chinese architects started to study on 
Japanese experience, regulation and policy of disaster 
prevention after 2008’s Wenchuan Earthquake. 
4. Meaning and Content of Japanese Terms
From the articles related to Japan, the texts that describe 
the characteristic and disposition of Japanese architecture 
or representative Japanese architectural elements are 
extracted as Japanese Terms (Fig.2). Japanese Terms 
show Chinese architects’ recognition of what Japanese 
architecture are and their evaluation on Japanese 
architecture.
In order to study on the extracted Japanese Terms, 
mapping analysis via KJ METHOD was applied (Fig.5).

Japanese Terms whose meaning are similar or have 
strong relationship with each other are classified into 
19 groups. Then these Japanese Terms are further 
classified from two perspectives: From the perspective 
of time, they are divided into Traditional Aspect and 
Contemporary Aspect; From the perspective of fields 
that these terms are related to, they are divided into 
Architecture, Urban and Culture/Society. In these groups, 
⑪《Abstract》, ⑤《Lightness》, ⑥《Duality》, ⑧《Time》, 
⑨《Perception》, ⑩《Regionality》, ⑱《Life》and 
⑲《Culture & Spirit》cross the Traditional Aspect 
and Contemporary Aspect, while ③《Horizontality & 
Continuity》, ⑬《Chaos》and ⑰《Humanity》cross 
the Architecture, Urban and Culture/Society.
5. Chronological change of Japanese Terms
5.1 Overall analysis
Among the 19 groups of Japanese Terms, the four 
most concerned groups of Chinese architects are 17
《Humanity》, ③ 《Originality & Conservative》, 
⑲《Culture & Spirit》 and ⑮《Departing from  
Modernism》(Fig.5&6). Observed from individual 
Japanese Terms, the most spotlighted term is
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traditional architecture by rigorous research. The 
recognition of Japanese architecture become more 
precise and objective.
5.4 Chronological change of Japanese Terms in 
Contemporary Aspect
Chronological change of Japanese Terms belonging 
to Contemporary Aspect is shown in the right part 
of Fig.6. From 1978-1989, Japanese Terms related to 
‘Modernism’ was most focused by Chinese architects. 
Specifically, the ⑮《Departing from Modernism》 
and ⑭《Rooted in Modernism》DUH�UDQNHG�¿UVW�DQG�
third, which shows at the beginning of China’s reform 
and opening up, Chinese architects were eager to refer 
to Japanese experience of absorbing and developing 
modernism. 
During 1990-99, the discussion of ⑬《Chaos》
apparently increased, because Chinese urban 
construction accelerated in this time and make Chinese 
architects began to think about urban influence on 
architecture. Then, from 2000-2010, ⑰《Humanity》
is the most highlighted group, in which <Designed for 
elderly> is the most focused Japanese Terms due to the 
fact that China is also facing problems of aging society. 
After 2010, discussions of Urban related Japanese issue 
are obviously more heated than last decade. 
Lastly, during 90-99, the number of terms in Traditional 
Aspect is much more than Contemporary Aspect. 
This may be explained as Chinese architects noticed 
the limitation of express tradition in architecture 
design via discussing national style. So Japanese way 
of combination tradition and modern attracted their 
attention a lot. Except for this period, the amount of 
traditional terms and contemporary terms are almost 
equal, which reflects Chinese architects paying equal 
attention to Traditional Aspect and Contemporary 
Aspect of Japanese architecture.
6. Conclusion
As a result, the tendency of Chinese interest of Japanese 
architecture expand from architecture to all architecture 
related fields are clarified. Also, the fact that Chinese 
architects basically pay same attention to traditional and 
contemporary characteristic of Japanese architecture 
LV�¿JXUHG�RXW��/DVWO\��LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�&KLQHVH�DUFKLWHFWV¶�
recognition of Japanese architecture gradually departs 
IURP�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�&KLQHVH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�FORVHV�WR�
WKH�VSHFL¿F�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�-DSDQHVH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�

Fig.6  Chronological change of Japanese terms
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NOTE of Fig.6. 
The height of the bars is set according to the actual 
amount of terms in a certain period of time. The width 
of the color blocks in each bar shows the ratio of each 
categories in a certain period of time.
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Illustration of Fig.6

No. of term group
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Aspect 
Magazine information
Title of article
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New contemporary architectural theories

Japanese architecture after WWII
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Preservation of Historic Precinct [...] 

Urban

In the 1960s, Japan’s contribution to architectural 
theory was outstanding, that is, Metabolism, especially 
because their theories were re!ected in practice.[...]

(Japanese architecture) While successfully 
developing modernism, it has completely 
maintained and even carried forward its 
own national traditional design....]

156 g.1

1 6

NA 2013/No.02

Japanese Shirine architecture
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in!uence of the concept of chaos earlier than western 
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Characteristic of Japanese traditional architecture
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Japanese architects gradually develop [...] to "universal 
house" adapted to the use of different periods of a person's 
life and this is the "latent design "for the ageing society. [...]
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Machizukuri, as one form of it, is initiative in Japan on 
the aspect of space preservation from statically passive 
concept to dynamically participatory notion.[...]
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[...] The Improvement Japanese Wooden Pagodas[...]  

This paper studies the improvement of architectural 
technology of timber structure of pogoda in Japan in 
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NA 2013/No.02

Resarch on Contemporary Japanese Architecture [...] 

[...]And the philosophical cognition on Gods and Wabi sabi 
has in!uenced the building environment. All these are deep 
cultural connotations of Japanese architecture.[...]
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The influence of China on Japanese architecture

The architecture of different periods in Japanese 
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by Chinese architecture of a speci"c period. 

[...]When the shoji is totally opened, the scenery of out 
side is introduced into inside, and the sense of inner 
space is extended.[...]

Shrine architecture is the most 
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cultures. Without careful study, it 
can almost be regarded as pure 
Japanese original style.

Architecutre

1 A.

3 J.

Architecutre

2

3

4

5

7

8

9

10

Attached Table 1. Magazines to be researched

Notes:
����)URP�����GL൵HUHQW�MRXUQDOV�DQG�PDJD]LQHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�FDWDORJXH�RI�(QJLQHHULQJ�
Science II-Architecture and Engineering in CNKI, which is the most important academic 
database in China, 5 magazines are selected to be researched considering start year of 
SXEOLFDWLRQ��DFDGHPLF�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�UHJLRQ�RI�SXEOLFDWLRQ��$WWDFKHG�7DEOH�����
In these 5 magazines, articles simultaneously meeting the following criteria are selected  
as research materials: 1. Articles belonging to main part of a magazine; 2. Chinese Author; 
3. Japan is main theme. 602 articles related to Japan are selected as research material.
2). Made based on Rethinking the Cultural Value Orientation of Contemporary Chinese 
Architecture, publiched on Architectral Journal, 2014, No.09+10

<Tradition & Modern>, which shows Chinese 
architects are extremely concerned about how Japanese 
architecture reflects traditional element or image 
in contemporary practice. Then comes<Abstract>, 
<Temple>, <House(traditional)>, <Simple>, <Flexible 
& Multifunctional>, <Metabolism> and <Nature of 
Material>. 
5.2 Chronological change of Japanese Terms based on 
Architecture, Urban and Culture/Society perspective
No matter in which aspect, Traditional or Contemporary, 
Japanese Terms related to Architecture is the 
overwhelming majority (Fig.6). Then, Culture/Society 
is gradually increased because Chinese architects pay 
more attention on ⑰《Humanity》and ⑲《Culture 
& Spirit》group. As for Urban terms, the amount of 
terms rapidly decreased in the period of 2000-09. We 
can see the fact that from the establishment of National 
Center for the Performing Arts of China to 2010 
Shanghai EXPO, China was in a state of pursuing novel 
architecture forms and somehow ignored the relationship 
between architecture and urban situation.
5.3 Chronological change of Japanese Terms in 
Traditional Aspect
How Japanese Terms belonging to Traditional Aspect 
change along with time is shown in the left part of Fig.6. 
During 1978-1989, the number of ①《Absorbency》is 
obviously more than other group, which shows that one 
of Chinese architects’ origins of understanding Japanese 
architecture is the close relationship between the two 
countries’ traditional architecture. Also, ②《Originality 
& Conservative》is another group that discussed 
frequently by Chinese architects, in which  <Japanese 
QDWLRQDOLW\�VW\OH!�UDQNV�WKH�¿UVW��7KH�FDXVH�RI�WKLV�PLJKW�
be that ‘Nationality Style’ is a popular issue in Chinese 
architecture fields during 1978-1984, so they also paid 
attention to Japanese nationality style at the same time.
From 1990-2000, the discussion of ①《Absorbency》
rapidly decreased and the top place was replaced by ②
《Originality & Conservative》. The most concerned 
terms of ②《Originality & Conservative》in this period 
turned into Japanese <Garden> and <House>,  which is 
DOVR�GL൵HUHQW�ZLWK�VLWXDWLRQ�GXULQJ����������$W�WKH�VDPH�
time, Other characteristics of Japanese architecture, such 
as ③《Horizontality & Continuity》, ④《Simple》 
and ⑨《Perception》 were gradually recognized by 
Chinese architects. This process reflects that Chinese 
architects’ recognition of Japanese architecture was 
departing from the influence of Chinese architecture 
and they were progressively aware of unique qualities 
of Japanese architecture. The situation during 2000-
2010 basically remained the same as 1990-99, while 
the ⑲《Culture & Spirit》group reach to a prominent 
number, which shows Japanese thoughts and spirit such 
as <Buddhism & Zen>, <Wabi-sabi> and <Harmony 
with nature>  were interpreted from their works.
After 2010, the group of ①《Absorbency》is concerned 
E\�&KLQHVH�DUFKLWHFWV�DJDLQ���+RZHYHU��GL൵HUHQW�ZLWK�WKH�
situation of 1978-89, this time Chinese architects tend to 
FODULI\�WKH�GL൵HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�&KLQHVH�DQG�-DSDQHVH�
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traditional architecture by rigorous research. The 
recognition of Japanese architecture become more 
precise and objective.
5.4 Chronological change of Japanese Terms in 
Contemporary Aspect
Chronological change of Japanese Terms belonging 
to Contemporary Aspect is shown in the right part 
of Fig.6. From 1978-1989, Japanese Terms related to 
‘Modernism’ was most focused by Chinese architects. 
Specifically, the ⑮《Departing from Modernism》 
and ⑭《Rooted in Modernism》DUH�UDQNHG�¿UVW�DQG�
third, which shows at the beginning of China’s reform 
and opening up, Chinese architects were eager to refer 
to Japanese experience of absorbing and developing 
modernism. 
During 1990-99, the discussion of ⑬《Chaos》
apparently increased, because Chinese urban 
construction accelerated in this time and make Chinese 
architects began to think about urban influence on 
architecture. Then, from 2000-2010, ⑰《Humanity》
is the most highlighted group, in which <Designed for 
elderly> is the most focused Japanese Terms due to the 
fact that China is also facing problems of aging society. 
After 2010, discussions of Urban related Japanese issue 
are obviously more heated than last decade. 
Lastly, during 90-99, the number of terms in Traditional 
Aspect is much more than Contemporary Aspect. 
This may be explained as Chinese architects noticed 
the limitation of express tradition in architecture 
design via discussing national style. So Japanese way 
of combination tradition and modern attracted their 
attention a lot. Except for this period, the amount of 
traditional terms and contemporary terms are almost 
equal, which reflects Chinese architects paying equal 
attention to Traditional Aspect and Contemporary 
Aspect of Japanese architecture.
6. Conclusion
As a result, the tendency of Chinese interest of Japanese 
architecture expand from architecture to all architecture 
related fields are clarified. Also, the fact that Chinese 
architects basically pay same attention to traditional and 
contemporary characteristic of Japanese architecture 
LV�¿JXUHG�RXW��/DVWO\��LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�&KLQHVH�DUFKLWHFWV¶�
recognition of Japanese architecture gradually departs 
IURP�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�&KLQHVH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�DQG�FORVHV�WR�
WKH�VSHFL¿F�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�-DSDQHVH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�

Fig.6  Chronological change of Japanese terms
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a.街区连接
Connection of blocks
b.社区营造
Machizukuri

D.自然风土
Nature environment
E.文脉延续
Continuation of context

c.微环境整合
Defined integration of 
microenvironment

C.原风景
Original Landscape

B.场所精神
Genius Loci

A.地域性
Regionality

《Regionality》
地域性

3710
[6]

[2]

[2]

[9]

[3]

[10]

[3]

[2]

68

b.静观
Delicate & Sensitive

两义性

79*

《Technicality 》
技术性

74
a.高施工品质
High consruction quality
b.建筑业系统化
Systematic construction industry

f.工业化&预制
Industrialization & Prefabrication
g.节能&可持续
Energy saving & Sustainable

c.结构形态
Structure morphology

d.抗震
Anti-Seismic

e.技术活用
Application of technology

16
[8]

[9]

[5] [15]

[13]

[13]

[10]

《Departing from        
Modernism》

脱离现代主义 114*

c.转型性&衍生性
Deviation

f.建筑思想的源头
New roots of 
arhictecture idea

b.新陈代谢
Metabolism

j.对抗西方理论
Rival with Western 
theoriesd.新浪潮

New Wave k.多元化理论
Pluralistic theories

a.脱离现代主义
Depart from 
modernism

m.超越理性主义
Super-Rationalism

m.跨界

e.日本后现代主义
Japanese post
Modernism
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NOTE of Fig.6. 
The height of the bars is set according to the actual 
amount of terms in a certain period of time. The width 
of the color blocks in each bar shows the ratio of each 
categories in a certain period of time.

No. of example
Illustration of Fig.6

No. of term group
No. of term 

Aspect 
Magazine information
Title of article

68 69

Architecture 69%Society 18% Architecture 51% Society 35%Urban 14%Urban 13%

1

NA

AJ

SA

7

8

9

10

6

WA 1981/No.01

AJ 2009/No.02

Analysis of Innovation of design method of Japanese 

Contermporary architecture

Architecutre

1999/No.05

New contemporary architectural theories

Japanese architecture after WWII

Urban

2006/No.10

Dvelopment of ongregated house for elderly

Culture/Society

2017/No.06

Preservation of Historic Precinct [...] 

Urban

In the 1960s, Japan’s contribution to architectural 
theory was outstanding, that is, Metabolism, especially 
because their theories were re!ected in practice.[...]

(Japanese architecture) While successfully 
developing modernism, it has completely 
maintained and even carried forward its 
own national traditional design....]

156 g.1

1 6

NA 2013/No.02

Japanese Shirine architecture

Architecutre

Architecutre15 b.

It seems that Japanese architecture accept the 
in!uence of the concept of chaos earlier than western 
world. In Japan, chaos expresses as uinique order. [...]

13 k.

T+A

3

1996/No.04

Characteristic of Japanese traditional architecture

Urban

2 K.

Japanese architects gradually develop [...] to "universal 
house" adapted to the use of different periods of a person's 
life and this is the "latent design "for the ageing society. [...]

17 r.4 Culture/Society19 D.

Machizukuri, as one form of it, is initiative in Japan on 
the aspect of space preservation from statically passive 
concept to dynamically participatory notion.[...]

10 b.AJ 2016/No.07

[...] The Improvement Japanese Wooden Pagodas[...]  

This paper studies the improvement of architectural 
technology of timber structure of pogoda in Japan in 
relation to that of China. [...]

NA 2013/No.02

Resarch on Contemporary Japanese Architecture [...] 

[...]And the philosophical cognition on Gods and Wabi sabi 
has in!uenced the building environment. All these are deep 
cultural connotations of Japanese architecture.[...]

2

5

1 G.NA 1985/No.04

The influence of China on Japanese architecture

The architecture of different periods in Japanese 
history re!ects the characteristics of being in!uenced 
by Chinese architecture of a speci"c period. 

[...]When the shoji is totally opened, the scenery of out 
side is introduced into inside, and the sense of inner 
space is extended.[...]

Shrine architecture is the most 
prominent among architectural 
cultures. Without careful study, it 
can almost be regarded as pure 
Japanese original style.

Architecutre

1 A.

3 J.

Architecutre

2

3

4

5

7

8

9
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Attached Table 1. Magazines to be researched

Notes:
����)URP�����GL൵HUHQW�MRXUQDOV�DQG�PDJD]LQHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�FDWDORJXH�RI�(QJLQHHULQJ�
Science II-Architecture and Engineering in CNKI, which is the most important academic 
database in China, 5 magazines are selected to be researched considering start year of 
SXEOLFDWLRQ��DFDGHPLF�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�UHJLRQ�RI�SXEOLFDWLRQ��$WWDFKHG�7DEOH�����
In these 5 magazines, articles simultaneously meeting the following criteria are selected  
as research materials: 1. Articles belonging to main part of a magazine; 2. Chinese Author; 
3. Japan is main theme. 602 articles related to Japan are selected as research material.
2). Made based on Rethinking the Cultural Value Orientation of Contemporary Chinese 
Architecture, publiched on Architectral Journal, 2014, No.09+10

<Tradition & Modern>, which shows Chinese 
architects are extremely concerned about how Japanese 
architecture reflects traditional element or image 
in contemporary practice. Then comes<Abstract>, 
<Temple>, <House(traditional)>, <Simple>, <Flexible 
& Multifunctional>, <Metabolism> and <Nature of 
Material>. 
5.2 Chronological change of Japanese Terms based on 
Architecture, Urban and Culture/Society perspective
No matter in which aspect, Traditional or Contemporary, 
Japanese Terms related to Architecture is the 
overwhelming majority (Fig.6). Then, Culture/Society 
is gradually increased because Chinese architects pay 
more attention on ⑰《Humanity》and ⑲《Culture 
& Spirit》group. As for Urban terms, the amount of 
terms rapidly decreased in the period of 2000-09. We 
can see the fact that from the establishment of National 
Center for the Performing Arts of China to 2010 
Shanghai EXPO, China was in a state of pursuing novel 
architecture forms and somehow ignored the relationship 
between architecture and urban situation.
5.3 Chronological change of Japanese Terms in 
Traditional Aspect
How Japanese Terms belonging to Traditional Aspect 
change along with time is shown in the left part of Fig.6. 
During 1978-1989, the number of ①《Absorbency》is 
obviously more than other group, which shows that one 
of Chinese architects’ origins of understanding Japanese 
architecture is the close relationship between the two 
countries’ traditional architecture. Also, ②《Originality 
& Conservative》is another group that discussed 
frequently by Chinese architects, in which  <Japanese 
QDWLRQDOLW\�VW\OH!�UDQNV�WKH�¿UVW��7KH�FDXVH�RI�WKLV�PLJKW�
be that ‘Nationality Style’ is a popular issue in Chinese 
architecture fields during 1978-1984, so they also paid 
attention to Japanese nationality style at the same time.
From 1990-2000, the discussion of ①《Absorbency》
rapidly decreased and the top place was replaced by ②
《Originality & Conservative》. The most concerned 
terms of ②《Originality & Conservative》in this period 
turned into Japanese <Garden> and <House>,  which is 
DOVR�GL൵HUHQW�ZLWK�VLWXDWLRQ�GXULQJ����������$W�WKH�VDPH�
time, Other characteristics of Japanese architecture, such 
as ③《Horizontality & Continuity》, ④《Simple》 
and ⑨《Perception》 were gradually recognized by 
Chinese architects. This process reflects that Chinese 
architects’ recognition of Japanese architecture was 
departing from the influence of Chinese architecture 
and they were progressively aware of unique qualities 
of Japanese architecture. The situation during 2000-
2010 basically remained the same as 1990-99, while 
the ⑲《Culture & Spirit》group reach to a prominent 
number, which shows Japanese thoughts and spirit such 
as <Buddhism & Zen>, <Wabi-sabi> and <Harmony 
with nature>  were interpreted from their works.
After 2010, the group of ①《Absorbency》is concerned 
E\�&KLQHVH�DUFKLWHFWV�DJDLQ���+RZHYHU��GL൵HUHQW�ZLWK�WKH�
situation of 1978-89, this time Chinese architects tend to 
FODULI\�WKH�GL൵HUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�&KLQHVH�DQG�-DSDQHVH�
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South Architecture
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